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wherein o smart crook meets 

his betters 



SKEET5 SAMPSON walked 
into Mac's Diner, according 
to plan, and sat down at the 
left. It was ten to midnight 
and the diner was empty. 

Suddenly the swinging doors, 
behind the center of the coun- 
ter, flapped open. A small, 
blond man, with white coat 
and apron, came in. 

"What'Il yuh have?" 

"Bacon an' eggs," ordered 
Sheets. 

He pulled his black fedora 
over his eyes and kept his head 
lowered. The next moment stars 
bum in his head. The right 
hand of the counterman, en- 
cased in brass knuckles, had 
crashed against his chin. 

When he had regained con- 
sciousness, ten minutes later, he 
was lying on the kitchen floor. 

A groan from the left at- 
tracted hi5 attention. A white- 
caparisoncd man was seated in 
a chair, bound and gagged. 
Sheets released him. 

"Thanks, pal," said the fel- 
low. "Did that mug get you 
too?" 

"He didn't miss," snapped 
Skeets. "But he overlooked two 
fifties in my watch pocket.' All 
he got was eight singles, even. 
Say, what is it all about?" 

"Must be the same guy who 
slugged me. He come in here' 
about twenty minutes before 
you. Ordered ham an* eggs. 
Next thing I knew I was smack- 
ed on the conk. Lucky I had 
only a few bucks in the till." 



"I thought Valley Center 
was a nice, quiet town. Or is 
this the tough neighborhood?" 

"It aint the neighborhood," 
said the other. "It's the tough 
C SS S that come in it. This is 
the second time I bsen tapped 
off in two weeks. I'm gettin' 
scared. My health ain't so good. 
I should be in Arizona. If I 
could find a buyer I would sell 
this jernt at a terrible sacrifice." 

"Who's Mac?" asked Skeets. 

"Me. I'm Mac. And I got this 
trap all paid up last month. 
Costs me a even grand. I'd sell 
out for half, if I could find 
some guy I could trust to send 
me the payments." 

Skeets Sampson did some 
quick thinking. Perhaps he 
could make a deal with this 
sap, pay a little down and, when 
the chump got out in Arizona, 
he'd keep stalling him off for 
the other payments. Meantime, 
some other sucker would drop 
in and buy the joint from 
Skeets. Swell setup! 

"Live here in Valley Center?" 
asked Mac. 

"Nope," said Skeets. "I'm 
headed for California." 

"What's your line?" 

"Oh, a little of everything. 
Last job I had was bouncer in 
a New York night club." 

"Ever work in a greaseteria, 
like thU?" 

"Sure; twice. But it ain't no 
profit working for the other 
guy. If you have your own 
joint, okay." 
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How'd you like to take this 
one over?" asked Mac. 
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That ain't the question," 
said Skeets. "I'd like it swell, 
but I ain't got the dough to 
take it over." 
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How much can you lay 
down on the line?" went on 
Mac. 
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'All I have is two fifties, 
one hundred berries." 

Mac scratched his head and 
did some figuring on a paper 
napkin. 

"Tell you what HI do," said 
Mac. "I'll turn the joint over 
to you for one hundred down, 
and you can easily send me 
fifty a month, until the whole 
five hundred is paid. That, so 
help me, is half price. I got a 
nice trade and all you gotta 
do is shove them some service." 
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I'll go you," said Skeets. 
"Scribble me out a bill of sale." 

Mac found a sheet of paper 
and wrote out a crude legal 
document. 

'This just says that you 
paid me one hundred bucks," 
explained Mac. "And that you 
agree to pay fifty a month for 
the next eight months. Brother, 
you got a bargain!" 

"I need one," said Skeets. 
But in the back of his mind 
he knew there would be no 
more payments. He'd hook some 
passing sucker for at least $500, 
cash, then head for California. 

'The milkman comes around 
at four," said Mac. "Get ten 
milk and five cream. Bread and 



cake guy lands at four-thirty. 
Get fifteen white and about 
five rye, one whole wheat. The 
meat feller comes about five. 
This town loves hamburgers. 
Get fifteen pounds. I buy veg- 
etables from three or four dif- 
ferent fellers. Use your own 
judgement on that." 

Mac put on his hat and coat. 

"Well, so long and good 
luck," he said. "1 think I'll be 
pulling out at daylight on the 
bus. It's gonna be Arizona or 
bust!" 

"Drop me a line as soon as 
you get settled," said Skccts. 

"Okay," said Mac and walk- 
ed out. 

Skccts began to examine his 
bargain. Swell! How could he 
lose? No one knew him in Val- 
ley Center. And if nobody 
bought the joint from bim he 
could always stall off the pay- 
ments until Mac came rushing 
back from Arizona to yell for 
his dough. A great relief per- 
meated the spirit of Skeets 
Sampson. He'd no longer have 
to dodge the cops. His last 
diner hold-up had been pulled 
three states to the east. Here in 
Vallev Center he would be con- 
sidered a respected and honor- 
able citizen and businessman. 
Boy. what a feeling! 

He opened the refrigerator 
and found some ham and ba- 
loney. About two pounds of 
butter was on the lower shelf. 
The joint, thought Skeets, was 
not overstocked. He'd have to 
order a load of things. He cut 
himself a fat slice of ham, 
placed it between two pieces 
of rye bread, and began to 
cat. 

It was after 6 a. m. when the 
first customer arrived. At least, 
Skeets mistook him for a patron. 
He was a small ruddy-faced 
man, with several freckles on 
his pudgy nose. 

"Where's Sweeney?" asked 
the caller. 

"Who's Sweeney?" demanded 

Skccts. 

Before replying the stranger 
squinted at Skccts suspiciously. 



"Sweeney," he said, "is the 
man who bought this place from 
me two months ago. He paid 
me fifty dollars, down, and he 
was to pay fifty a month until 
oW thousand dollars was paid. 
But he ain't made no second 
payment, yet." 

"You mean Mac, not 
Sweeney!" snapped Skeets. 

"Mac — hell!" snorted the lit- 
tie fellow. "I'm Mac!" 

Skeets' brain began to buzz. 
So he was the sucker, after all! 

"Say, what is this?" yelled 
Skeets. "It looks like the old 
runaround! I just bought this 
joint from the guy who says 
he was Mac!" 

"Really!" sniffed the little 
lad. "How do I know that you 
and Sweeney ain't working to- 
gether? Nobody ain't never 
took me for a chump. I think 
I just better call the cops and 
have you looked over. Run- 
around, hey? I think I'm the 
one who's getting the runa- 
round!" 

The mere mention of cops 

made the blood of Skeets freeze. 

He had been caught once. His 
very first job, and his finger- 
prints were in the tender care 
of the FBI. 

"V/cll," said Skeets, "where 
do I stand on this phony deal? 
I paid that mug one hundred 
dollars, real dough!" 

"Can I help it if you need 
a keeper? Anyway, I still think 
you and that guy are working 
together to gyp me out of my 
restaurant!" 

"Okay, okay," said Skeets. 
"If it's your jernt, it's your 
jernt. But listen, I ain't got a 
dime. Honest, I can't even get 
out of town!" 

For a long moment Mac 
looked thoughtful. 

"Well," he said finally, "I 
have decided to give you a 
break. If you promise to beat it 
out of town right away I'll 
stake you to ten bucks." 

Just then the Chicago-Los 
Angeles bus stopped across the 
street. 

Tor seventy-fifty," went on 



Mac, "that bus will take you 
to California. Going or stay- 
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"Going!" said Skccts. "Gim- 
me the ten." 

He grabbed his hat and coat 
and walked to the door. 

"Well, s'long," Skeets said. 

"S'long," echoed Mac. "Don't 
forget to keep your nose clean!" 

Skeets boarded the bus and 
took a middle seat. "Boy," he 
mused, "am I a prize sap!" 

One hour later, two gentle- 
men sat in the kitchen of Mac's 
Diner. In the right hand of the 
freckled-nose bird were nine 
ten-dollar bills. 

"There's ten for you," said 
he, "and there's ten for me. 
There's ten for me and — (say, 
next time don't soak a guy so 
hard, that simp was almost 
gone) — and there's ten for 
you — " 

Quietly the kitchen door, di- 
rectly in back of the two men, 
opened slowly. Quietly, also, 
the buxom figure of Sheriff 
Josiah Jonesby tiptoed in. Aj 
he reached the table, his two 
large and chubby hands streak- 
ed out like a pair of serpent's 
tongues and grabbed the ninety 
dollars. 

"Now, gents," began Sheriff 
Jonesby, "I'll just take this as 
part payment on your past-due 
notes and also in the name of 
the law and John Patrick 
MacKilligan, the original Mac. 
More, since your record ain't 
so bright I have also been re- 
quested to take this place over 
at once and likewise immediate- 
ly." 

"What — " began freckle- 
nose. 

"Say — " mumbled the other. 

"Furthermore and to wit," 
went on the sheriff, without 
noticing the interruption, "I 
would suggest that you take the 
next bus out of Valley Center- 
Going or staying?" 

The two gentlemen ex- 
changed knowing glances across 
the table. 

"Going!" they said, as one 
man. 
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UMPIN' JIVE// 
<3lN<2EJZS GONE 
J/TTER.MAP/ 
ftUT NO MATTER 
HOW WAOCT IS 
MILLWOOD'S OWN HELLION.. 
/**eA7 A1£ «A»V TO 

^/•Y OZ.0 BAXO 
ShE-ll neve? BE A*LE 
TO EXPLAIN TO HEK 
„ POLKS WHAT A - 
HEP .HBP. CAT" IS/ 
NOR CAN SHE 
EXPLAIN THE SEASON 

AND HIS # 
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HE'fi COMING VPROM l€ COIN' 1 ^ ■ ■ ■ - ■ ■ m ' m ■ - ^ j ( SEE V/hAT 
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TO BE THE CHAIRMAN OF ^-4 POR AN OfcCHES- 
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YOU'RE ALWAYS TSURE THINS-' 
RUNNING APTEIC £ WE GOT A 

SUPEB-DUPEX 
RCHESTK?A 
AVJSC POR THE <POR TONIfiHT/ 
PROM THIS TIME/ ]i_ 
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.-AVE YOw ENTERED THE CONTEST, EVESY3O0X* 
TALKING. ABOUT? THE ONE IN TOP NOTCH 
LAUGH COMICS ? EVERYBODY WN9? NO- 
BOPY LOS/5*/ GET YOUR COPY TODAY/ 
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IT WILL BE ON THE COMER OF THE LATEST SHIELD-WIZARD 
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IT "THE RETURN OF THE HUN" IN A TALE THAT WILL 
LIVE FOREVER IN YOUR MIND fff 
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ut op this war,po=? 

freedom wave conne /aany 
young heroes/ 

SOYS IN THfflR TEENS 
WHO HAVE SHOWN THAT THEY 
CESL TwElR. YOUTHFULNESS 
15 NO BARRIER TO SERV1N& 
THEIR' COUNTRY ANP THE 
CAUSE OF JUSTICE! / 

"Z/P'S'HAIL OF FAME 

IS PROOP TO &Rl^S YOU TWfi 
AMAZING STORY OF "ONE 
TEEN-AGE HERO. . GEOR&E 
PBEPERICK BEURLING.- 
t*S"$CBBWSALI-"OP MALTA... 
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IT'S MY WHOLE? LIFE'/™ 15 '^^ l LL aE T ^ 
D I CAN'T STAND / T HOfff # SC*«V*i4U. ' NAI&' 

LIVE NAZlS^ftO -4L rM *° lNfi TO SWI? ON A | 

^ J viKSffaJ I/A V ANP ENLIST IN TH 
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* GOING TO 
rt/.COMBlN 
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SO T©U WANT TO ENLIST A« 
CABIN SOY, EH, SON? WELL, . 
Y'KNOW IT'S VERY PANtfEROUf 
WORK, WITH ALL THEM 
SUBMARINES. IN 
THE WATERS/ 
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* SEfSPf iVS* 79 i? 1 ! LON * v OVA3£ ACROSS THE OCEAN 
ABOARP A SHIP 7HAT PLOWS 7 H ROUGH SUB- INPEfTEP AREAS 
WITH OTHER MEMBERS OP THE CONVOY... 
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WELL, CON WE'VE FINALLY 
\RRIVBP IN ENGLAND/ 
LOTS Of LUCK, 




GEORGE HEAPS FOZ. 
THE NEAREST &A.P. T[ I'M 
RECRUITING $y%T/0M..\\E\GHTEEH 

SIR/ 
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^ORRY BEURLINfl V0UT, SIR, Yl SYMPATHIZE! MSPBATWD YET/ 
8LT ^lOU'LL HAVEilVE COME K WITH YOU, yfl'LL IMP BACK ON 
TO GET YOUR^ALL THE </SUT THERE S ANOTHER FRMKT. 
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CAN SIGN UP \ WHERE MY 

IN THAT CASC.'i PARENTS 

ARE/ 
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ONCE AGAIN LUCKY BEURUN6 BRAVES \ GEORGE'S PARENTS 
THE DANGER OF THE SUBMARINE- I COOPERATE INtTH 

INFESTEO ATLANTIC AgQ ARP AF R&&HTE&.. I HIM.. 

THOSE SCREWBALL 
NAZIS WILL HEAR. 
FRC*A ME,YET/WAIT 

Till I GET A 

CRACK. 
AT 

THEM.'/ 
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IT, H'AINT 

"lOUNG 
BEUffLiNG/ 
YOU JUST 
SWIPPEP TO 
ENGLAND /WHAT, 

ASS YOU 
POING 
HERE.' 
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CAPTAIN, T 
HAP TO GET 
'MY PARENTS 
CONSENT 
BEFORE 1 
COULD JOIN 
THE R.A-F./CAN 
.1 (SO BACK TO 
ENGLAND AGAIN 
ON YOUR MM 
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FOR STRAfNEP MINUTES, THE 
FATE OF GEORGE'S SHIP $ 
UNPEC/0E0S.. THE CONVOY 
ZIG-ZAGS. IN AN EFFORT 70 
SHAKE OFF THE ENEMY/,. 
F/NALLY THEY SUCCEEP... 
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APTEO, THREE HAZARP OUS Yf WELL, 'CAPTAIN 



MONTHS, FROM THE TIME 
HE FIRST SAW ENGLAND 
GEORGE tS ONCE AGAIN 
ON ENGLISH SOIL... 
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THAT R-AF- RECRUITING 
STATION HAD BETTER 
BE READY FOR ft\E? 
FOR THAT'S THE 
FIRST PLACE I'M 
tfOlNG.' THEN 
THE 'SCREWBALLS 
BETTER 
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cSOOD FOR. YOU, 
BEURLINS/ FRANKLY, X 
DIDN'T EKPECT TO 
SEE YOU BACK/ BUT 
YOU'RE MAPE OF THE 
STUFF WE NEED IN 
IN THE R.A.F. 
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PHtUP 0' GALLEY J A COJPUE OF THOSI 
STANLEY PCJT -^'SCREW3ALu* 
(<F0^3= CREP&WCl NAZIS.'. 
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GOODMAN /,' 
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3EUR.UNG ARRIVES WITH THE OTH&R. 
PILOTS AS MALTA tS UHPZRGOiNG MANY 
OP ITS AIR &AIPS... 






y WELL, HERE IT GOE5' 
NAZIS , SCREWBALLS , 
(SET OUT OF MY WAY 
'CAUSE I'M COMING' 
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I'LL HAVE TO DO SOMETHING \\ ANOTHER NAZI PLANE 



ABOUT THAT "SCREINBALU 
BEHIND ME/ I 

PONT LIKE MIS 

POSITION/ 
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PLANE SPIES 
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PLANE 
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DESPERATELY HOLPIN& ONJO THE 
CONTROLS, ALTHOUGH BOTH HE ANP HIS 
PLANE HAVE BBEN INJUREO...BEURUN& 
MANAGES TO SHAKE OPP THE NAZIS... 
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I GUESS 
; SETTER 

BRINS THE 
PLANE DOWN 

NOW,AND SEE 
HOW DAMAGED 
SWB is/ 
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, Gecxe&e successfully 

GETS TNE NAZI'S PLANS 
BUT HIS OWN PLANE 
CATCHES PlRE/,.. 



OH, OH/ MICHAELS, 
OUR SQUAPRON 

LEADER IS BEING 
PURSUED/ I'P SETTER 

see if r can help. 

HI/*/ NO TIME 
TO LA NO NOW.' 
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{VEf£#£i.Y INJURE? BEUZUN& 
IS BROUGHT INTO THE 
MALTA MOSP/TAL... 

WELL, BOY* I'M. 
JOINING YOU NOW. BUT 
I'M SATISFIED/ r GOT 
SOME OP THOSE 
{SCREWBALL " <3£-R//ANS 
IN TWSlR SCREWBALL 

Planes/ 
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EVERVTHlNG 15 
'SCREWBALL.' WHAT 5AV 

WE CALL HIM THC 
'SCREWBALL OF MALTA'S 1 ' 
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Z/P'S 

//ALL OF= 
FAME 

15 PROUD TO 
AWARD THE 

PALM OF THH 
WOK/TH TO 

GEORGE 

FRgP&R/CK 
BgURLtN&y 

SCXEWBALW 
Op MALTA/ 

HIS BRAVER.Y 
SETS AN 
EXAMPLE 
FOR All the 
youth in The 
world to hon 

anp follow; 
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- 31 * FIRST MILTARV PLANE BUILT BV WRIGHT 
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MERlCA'S THANKSGIVING 

TURKEY DIDN'T COME 
FROM NEW ENGLAND AT IU 
m fROM MEXICO/ 
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WHEN WE LAST / 
SAW SBNOR BANANA, 
AN? HIS PAL SBNOR ODOR*. 
iTHEyWBZS IN A WECK OF A PICKLE/ 
POISONOUS SPEASS WEJZE POINT. 
INS ATrHEW\.,WHY OH WHY PlP HE 

CO^E TO THE LAMP OF THE 
MISSING LINK? 
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SUCH LUCK TO 
FALL EEN THE 
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SCHNOZZ-SLtCSBS-' 
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LUCK.' NOW WE 
SHALL EAT 
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GUEST, ^S.PATSTJP= 
IN *CINOJZ OP Ou5! 
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PUT ME DOWN.' 

I DO NOT Ll<£ 
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/T WOWT BE LON<3 

NOW 6EFOKE IT'S THE 

FOURTH OF JULY-BUT 

THIS YBAfZ WILL BE" 
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GOSHf LIFEA/N'T 
WOCTH UVIN' 
WHEN YOU CAN'T 
HAVE FUN ON THE 
FOURTH,' WHAT'LL 
T DO IVfTH MY 
SPA&& TIME ? 
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L-.L-l 



■- 



DOES ITf 

LETS GET 
STARTED, 

EODlBf 
I 



>**rj 



.: 



*i-4 



Wn 



ec.£ 



ftfis 



or 



km 



w 



Y* 



f kcihmi 

W W0 SCLt TWB MMT 
WAfTXM&gv 



Y- 



r- ■: 



l-ri 






■?* 












f WOUlQ YOU UKE TO BUY SOME STAMPS, 
MA'AM? ONLY A* OlME f 



L 



M 



* 



3R 



WHAT FOR? WE'RE 



1 



«i 



'■■ 



.J. WINNING THI= 
SkST ^A (?, A N Y WW/, 



Kfl» 



w. 



.0* 



u "■■" 






. 



J ^v 



€ 






V 






, j 



'■ 



* -- ** >"-J 



' 



■ 









HEY GifZLSf LOOK/ \| 
A SALE ON NYLONS? J y 



s S 



NYLONS ^ 
THAT DOE5NT 
SOUNO LIKE 
Atf STAMPS/ 



SALE/ 
NYLON 1 

CiOUCI 



«■ 



: Vi-*: 



■A 



. 



i 



_S5 



3? 



?&■" 



: ^ 



w i 






V 



t-» 






K 



** 



V 



flftffl 









OUT OP MY 
WAY, YOUNG 
MAN f 



*f 



**- 



sss 



®s 



g 



«d* 



NVLON5,' 
HOW IV£W- 



*f 



"VI 



,■•■ 



*. 



m 



'Si. 



It* 



/„ 



fa 



v- 






i_a 



/-* 



». 










YEAH "AN' WE 
GOT A LETTEZ 

JIM TODAY.' 
HE'S IN THE NAVY! 
HE SAYS THEY'VE 
ONLY JUST STAZTBD 

TO FIGHT- AND 
IT'S GONNA BE A 
LOT TOUGHER 




HELLO, BOYS, ] IT'S MAZMAPUKE'W?N MAZMADUKE'S CELLAR — I (F£ 



ATg-ff -«— 



WMT VOU ^ VVAV0-- ^ — S( WHAT'&E YOU ) SIMPLY USING 

JUST SAIC>.'\WE GOT/JwAlT A \ OQIN' MARMY^/A 3\T OF 



MINUTE, 
&DOie,MAYBE 
MAZMY ZEALLy 
HAS SUMPIN'T . 



SOMETHING 
SHOULD CER-Jfi 

TAtNLY BE /■ 

DONE rr 

AND r KNOW J * 

EXACTLY 

WHAT , 

f7 ftn^anHm 



ah--here we 

A&E? explosive 



SAY [~ 
THAT'S 

A KEEN 

IDEA, 



PSYCHOLOGY X CAPSULES/ NOW J MA KMY-- 
f AND MY (ZATH£Z~^< YOU KNOWTHE \> AN' IT 
-EXTENSIVE \MA\L PL A NE IS \MlOHT 

KNOWLEDGE OP jDUE TO FLYOVER) WOGK 
— f_ ~\CUZtAI5T%XfJ t TOWN,ANO-&Z2.W AT 

THAT? 



■ 



..«-.:•'> 



■ ■ 



>&mSm 



~\ A 



--■'- 



' <( 



*2M 



~.. 



'-' w / 



■w 



-■•W: 



W*- 



^W 



.4**1 



V 



I*~ 



''-.-I 



TX-a, 



"fW 



- : ^ M . 



*r 






OMENTS LATER 



~\ 



& 



^ 



., 



/X3BTTHE ONLY KIND OF 
INSURANCE AGAINST AlR 
RAIDS— WAR 
STAMPS AA/O 
SO*0Si 




MERCY ME 

WHAT A HORZIBL 
EXPERlENCEfAND 
SO COMPLETELY 
UNEXPECTED 



■ 






li*V- 




o,--> 




"-.- 



try 





r: 




-v. 





U< 



FIFTY )ANO THAT 
FOR /TEN DOLLARS 
ME? )I HAD SAVED 
UP FOR A 
HAT IE GO- 
ING INTO 
BONDS R/&HT 
MOW! 




ATTA WA1 

Sj FOLKS' YA 
I'LL TAKE \ LET ME HAVE ^/f CAN'T BUY 
ALL YOU'VE X. THOSE CUTE /^ENOUGH' 

GREEN ONES- 
7ff /N THE MIDDLE 

^\ WILBUR rpf^j^\ J^f 

'1 









,- 



'A^ PSt*m 



BUY 
YOUR 

STAfAP; 

HERE 





a/. 



|G}T" the clos* 

OP THE DAY- 




OH SO^ ,H4ff/ilAPUX£/ 
PSYCHOLOGY 

SURE IS THE 





THOSE BXPLOOIN' 

CAPSULES YOU MADE 
CERTAINLY OlO 
THE TRlCKf I 
V CAN'T WAIT TO 

1 



a*Ger the 

r 



PRIZE, 



■X4 




\ 



Gf 






— 







■>, 



JUST SELL WAR STAMPS— 
YOU'VE STOPPED FOLKS IN 
THIS TOWN FROM 6EING 

COMPLACEHTf 






/ 










W© 



■ — » - 



.*„ t. 



"ll give 

YOU BOYS 
YOUR 
P&IZ.I 
RIGHT 

brNOW 

i 

Iks 

4 



G-GOSH 
'I GOT SOME 

OF THESE 
CAPSULES ¥ 

LEFT' 



V :i if, 



US 



'- . 



ICJ 



■ 



■ EB " >L 11- 



I 



HEY WILBUR 
OON'T THf&W THOSE 

C4PSULES IN 
THERE t OON'T f 
UH-UH/TOO LATE/ 



^ 



l 



H/K 






OH BOY/ WE'LL 



HERE YOU AI?E, 

BOYS r STILL 

OON'T KNOW 

HOW YOU 0\0 iTri OPEN WITH 



SU: 



TH 



TOWN WIO^ 



^ / Pol I* "Is 



J»n 






*fr. 



<>^ 






/T* 



THESE f 



■ 






Si 



1 



'", 



I 



A 1 



ft: -k$%^ 









V 



~ 



&$ 



\ 



-I 



■*A*/J 



' .-';:-: 



£^ 






L\Ur*.<»«B win-* /> 



*r 



x \w,^\."'/ 






V/5X "^SL^y 



"tf'f* . 






N ^ 



•_ 



£ 



V 



hOUKTH 



& 



A. 



I { WHAT 

1;,^J.J.-H HIT 



■ 






ME? 



P*S 






Ivi... ^C-r-.n,, 



. 



«*• -•-,, « 



ANVWAV VOL/ GfT THE \ A1V COUNTRY T/S 
IPSA, GANG/ LUCKY YOU ) OF TWEE 
CANT HEAR THESE GUYS f J SWEET LANO OF 
BUT IT'S A SWELL $ONgJA^ LIBERTY— 
JUST THE SAME ANO rT^ 
WE'O LIKE TO < EBP ) , . Jy 5 



A P® 



^4 



/ 



s 



/\V/ \\ 



1ft 



& 



*»B 



<w.^§&j-7 /K\ 




PAf?DON, MAM, \ ~Y THOSE ARE \(YOU MARRIED 

BUT T JUST SAW SsJMY OOCTORS \ ME, BECAUSE 
YOU PUT A TEASPOON^OWfieS, THATt/> T HAD 
IN YOUR POCKBTBOOKn SHOULD TAKE A \S\ONEYf 

' -r-AjTEASPOON, APTEf? 
*.;■ ,.>-? EACH MEAL.' 



h 



>■,: 







MO, DEAR.. IT'S 
&ECMJSE 1 DIDNT 
HAVE ANV/ 



^J^JT'm 



X 



' 






a. 

1 1 ¥ 




I'D LUCE \/\VArrA X Z' DID YOU "^f BUT* T / NC3TiCED 

T «^ff A Jl ^I^tFi THE H evER takeIthat after s/y 

* a BATH? y months, I WAS 



yoo stick 

YOUR? KNIFES/" WELL. 
IN THIS MANS") JBM6..AH 

CHEST?? ^SEEN DE 

COPS COME 'N 
1 WANTED TO 
HIDE MAH 
- KNIFE, 



/WS <\BOSS'LL BE 
HBAPS 

SOON// 



!::« 



DIRTY AS EVER, SO 
1 <TQf>t>Piif 







- u * 
' I j -_ 








T'-- : "' : ^ 7 ' 



■*' *fM'- ■'■■ - ^ 



"■' i" 






j^ ,i 










x Thought y^ea 

YOUfc DOCTOR 1 HE Dl£t> 
TOLD YOU NOT A YFST&f?PA y r/ 
TO DRINK ANY 




>;» 
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'I 



*-■ 









/. 



/ 



•m 1 

{ 



5^ : 




■ :::■':■ 






\ *& 







m 





© 



*yi 



*4? 



9r JV 



rJ^Gi 



ifegSfBSs. 



l N*K 
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W*«^<3L'* 
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Adeline freeman \5a 

ESGlRL IN THE SMALL 
TOlVN OfZUGGTQRB OF BNPY/MON" 



I'M NOT WOR&lEO ABOUT TAM I SUP 
THAT/M&. BlRONf BUT YOU'VE 1 POSED 
JU5T COMB TO TOWN RE* ~+ TO BE 

00NTLY/ YOU PONT^FRlGHTENED/) 
IT'S NICE OF YOU TO) I'VE SEEN YOU HERE **^KNOW THAT f'VE 
OFFER TO WALK MB XALL WEEK/ TW£*e£ WON'T \BECOA^E * WOMAN 



,*</' 



HOME/ BUT I REALLY) BE ANV SCANPAL -ASOUf 
OON'T THINK YOU JiTHE F/ACT THAT I'M WALK*, 



OF MYSTERY/. 



SHOULD-', 



IN<3 YOU HOME/ 



f 



r 11 



Wii 



... ■ 



. , 



R*Si 



h 



PERHAPS YOUSHOULO 

SE FRIC5WTENEP,' LESS" 
THAN TWO M/EEKS 4 GO 
MY HUSBAND, PAUL 
FREEMAN, WALKED HOME 
WITH MB, JUST AS YOU 
ARE NOW/ AND HE 



I 



I 

f 



. 




0UT THERE MUST] I CALLED THE 
HAVE BEEN SOME /POLICE 'THEY 
WHATX—CI--1 PON'T \T* A ° e OP WHAr /POUND HIS FOOT 
\HAPPEN£0) KNQWr HE ^HAPPENED / <PRlNTS WENTONLY 
TO HIM? J THOUGHT HE>T^OPLE PONT\SO FAR INTOTHE 
HEARD S0ME0NE\SMPLX WALK JWOODS/THEN HIS^ 
'LAUGHING ' HE WENT kOPP AND ^FOOTPRINTS VA-^ 

VANISH f JLn<swe?d too/ M 



TO iNVESTlGATB — 
AND He NEVER 

KETU(?NEC5/ 



A 



M 



i 



v 



ve 



'c5 



*>* 



r~ 



YOU $AY HE THOUGHT 



HE HEAfZD LAUGHTER-/ THERE 

IT IS 
AGAIN' 



%:x 



'* 



, 



v 



\»* 



2<w 



I'LL FINO 
WHAT 



OUT 



THfS 



ALL 



NO, OON'T/( ABOUT f 
I'M 




1 ' 1 

INUTES 
>AS<$, AND 
THEN--% 



a 



THE LAUGHTER 
STOPPED/ HE 
HASN'T COME BACK! 
HE'S NEVER COMING 
BACK' 



VVm GOT TO GET 
HELP, OR l*LU 
GO MAOf' 



\ 




• n 



r ? 



1 1 ' 









/ 



EANWHIL.E, JOHN RAYMOND, VISIT- 
ING LECTURER AT ENDYMlON COLLEGE, 
| IS RESTING AFTER THE PAY 'S CLASSES 

CONFOUND THE LUCK/ -JUST 
AS I'M GETTING SETTLED, 
THE POOR&ELL 
RINGS' 



5 



■~f, 




'i 







W/'// 







i 



PROFESSOR »! BUT- BUT 



RAYMOND, 
YOU MUST 
HELP ME f 



YOU 
CAN'T--}:. 





i 



M 



"V 




O 



'> 







LOOK HEfZE,\YOU DON'T UNPEP^ 
YOUNG LAOX /STAND! TWO MEN /WHY HAVE) 
YOU CAN'T VMEN HAVE DlS~ -+YOU r -^ I'VE 
COME -^APPEARED AHO I'M \COME) HEARO HOW 



t 




BARGING IN 
HERE LIKE 

i! 

I 
> 



gESPON- I TO < YOU HELP PEOPLE 
S\8LEf J ME rj IN TROUBLE/ X 

CAN'T GO TO THE 
'POLICE / THEY-THEY'D 
NEVER BELIEVE ME 



— THAT'S 
f TW£ WAY 



HMM"lPON'T 
BLAME YOU 



1 



N 




TIME/ 



V 



IT HAPPENED? ) FOR NOT 
HONESTLY fJ/GOlNG TOTHE 
X--J DON'T \POL\CEf IT'S A 
KNOW WHAT J FANTASTIC Jl 
TO DO/ ess STORY/ BUT *C 
*THERE MUST BE 
SOME RATIONAL. 
EXPLANATION/ 



P 




■1 



I'LL INVESTIGATE! IF 
THERE'5 A REASON 
BEHIND THESE DIS- 
APPEARANCES, YOU 
CAN BE SURE I'LL 
FINP IT/ 



■ 



BE CAREFUL/ I 
HAVE -A FEELING 

THERE'S SOA4E 

DReADFUL 

SECRET BEHIND 

THIS/ 



*\, 



/s 



POOK GlRL/SHE'S 

sufferimg pto^i 
but there" 

chance she /ma^ 



PROBABLY 
PELUSiONS/ 






JU5TA 



PE RIGHT r 






_ 



- a 



\ 






I 



L*» 



>: 



& 



;XT 



CMEOkEP A 
FREE/WAN'S STOkTY/ EWE'S 



TILLING THE TR 



EVEN 



E*AMlNEC> THE G<?OUNP WHERE 
GEORGE BltfOlsf WAS LAST SBBNf 
H/S FOOTPRINTS 00 OiSAPPB, 






-^ 



/ 



/ 



I CAN'T UNDER' 
STAND IT/ ALL MY 

TRAINING TEACHES ME TO 



r MlS5 FREE -MAN 
TO SEE YOU, 
PROFESSOR 
RAY/V1QND/ 



REJ-ECT THE SUPERNATURAL. 
AND YET— 



// 



WM 



I 



i . 



m 






■JflS 



^ 



fc:J 



T HAP TO 

SEE rou/ 

HAVE YOU 
FOUND -' 
ANYTHING 



I'M ST/LL 
WORK/NG 
ON IT/ 



^ 



X SHOULD TELL 

YOU/ ANOTHER 

41AN A5KED/yVHAT'5 

HIS 

NAME? 



TO WALK 



41E 



[TON 



HOME 

IGHT. 



FRANK MORANf BUT 
I WON'T GO WITH 
HIM" I PROMISE/ 



you*fi/sr 

GO WITH HIM! 
TONIGHT 



X WON'T AOO 
ANOTHBtZ 

MAN TO" 
TO THE 

OTHERS/ 



WB'f^£<BOlNG 
TO FIND OUT 

WHAT THIS 
MYSTERY IS 

ALL A POUT/ 



% 



I 



>* 



Ni 



i 



& 






I 



V 



, 



I 



V\, 



«n 









// 



\ 



K 



fcir-ji- 






:;-rt . 






L^i^, 



:\ 



'* 



tf= 






?-'■ ■-. 



>c 



Q?ater, iN-THff local headquarters 

OP THE F.B.I. — *T^" "" * 

THAT'S ALL I NEED 
TWO OP THESE ^TO KNOW, SIR' 
V1EN 4CE P£Pe(?4L P^i r - .. 
INVESTIGATORS' ^ X£ 
I CAN'T REVEAL THE 
JOB THEY'RE WORK- 
ING ON/ THAT'S A 
MILITARY SECRET/ 



NOW I'M GETTING COME PLACE f 
I'VE GONE AS FA* AS I CAN WITH 
THIS CASE AS JOHN RAYMONO* 



' 



TMB WEB TAKES OVER 
FROM HERE ON f_ 

IIS 






rs. 



X" 



^ 



.V 



^ 



/ 



w 



% 



* . 



r 



HAT NIGHT, JOHN RAYMOND ONCE 
AGA\N veNTUCES FORTH IN THE 
FAMILIAL GARB OP THE WEB"- 



FRANK 
MO RAN 

ISN'T GOING 



i ■ 



THERE GOBS MADELINE FREEMAN J I TO DISAPPEAR 



NOW 



TOWARD THE PARK r 



H 



m 



i 



/ 



mm. 



IP" I CAN 

help irr 



\ 









t 






!#:*} 



I 



A 









J« 






. 



>j 






/ 






J* 



(FAN WHILE 



HAT LAUGHTER AGAIN/ 
DON'T GO PLEASE/ 



1L FIX THAT 
WOULD-BE 
PAGLIACCI ' 



K 



HE'S STOPPED 
MUGHING/ 
COME OUT 
OF HIDING/ 



VER 
IF 



Y WELL 
YOU 



INSIST- 



:~~.J 



*W. 



*>* 



HA 






* 









»*$ 



* I'M 
STftAHGUHGt 



T 



/ 



W* 



VI 




.**¥»• *J 



,,^-a^-n 



> FAR AS 

you GO f 



HE'S 
GOT 
MOBAMf 



?&& 



■/ 



tj»h 



FOOL./ 
NO ONE 
CAN STOP 
MB/ 







THOUGHT 
'THIS WAS 
GOING TO 
BE A 
PRIVATE 
PAfZTYf 



IN, 



■[' |ll 



/ 






VIOLENTLY* 




— ^m 



nam 



BUT 
YOU'RE 
ALL 
tNVlTBDf 









$-JiJHii±Hff 



— — ' 



> 



'/' 



,' 



\\vm*'^' V 



/ - 




■ 



f^ATER, AS THK W£8 FiGHTS HIS 
WAY BACK TO PAIN -WRACKED 
CONSCIOUSNESS 



MADELINE.' T YOU-YOU KNOW 
THEY GOT JIlVHO I AM ? WHO 
VOU, TOO/ )S> A^F YOU ? 



NEARLY CLIPPED UP 
THAT TIME/ OF OOU&Si 
SHE DOESN'T KNOW 

TOHN RAYMOND IS THE 
WEB P 

I'M A ^ THEY KILLED 
FRIEND/ JMQRAN.T SAW THEM/ 
THEY KILLEO HIM, 
'AND WEIGHTEO HIS 
BODY WITH STONES, 
AND THREW IT INTO 
THE LAKE/ 




\ 



I 



. 

-'■'-■■■ 

W^COMPANY IS 
ARRIVING f e\T 
TIGHT/ I'LL 
iff* FIGURE A WAY 
OUT OF= 
THIB' 







r... 






V 



i 







SO/ YOU AJ?E AWAKE-/ 
IT i* GOOP TO 5EE 
VOL' AGAIN A4ADEUNC' 



YOU KNOW 
TWl« WAN? 



Li 



KNOW HH1 ? 
HE -HE'S MY 

HUSBANOf 



f 



* I 






ki 



Vgc T AM PAUL FREEMAN/ \&/?/&S ARE 
0U T T AM ALSO PR EHRL KHJ TAKING FAHCt 

am - • er - - jee^esENi* - ^ names these 

iTive OP THE FUEHRER T OAY& , EH OR 









Vj 



X 



, 1 



WORKING p Of? 
THE FOEHeeC ALL 
RIGHT/ YOU BOTH 

HAVE THE SAW 



SMELL* 



\ 



IMPU0EN" 



^c 



'<< ., 



/ 



/ 



Li 



v/.^ 



v 



VERy I 



J SEE NO* THAT J WILL 
HAVE TO K/L.L. VOU/ YOU \PR. EHR 
WILL Sff FOUND MVeOEXSO* -lHELP TO 
WITH M\ WIFE DEAD BE- 
SIDE VOW SHE WILL HAVE 
THE MUR&ER GUN IN HER 

HAND' THE POUCE WILL 
BE ONL\ TOO GLAP TO 
BELIEVE THAT 0HE 

CLAIMED HER FOURTH 

VlCTl/W BEFORE SHE 

KILL.BO 
HERSELF/ 



r wiu 

FOR 

. MEN 



'the two fed 
you killed a 

THEY WERE GOING AfflT 

TOO CLOSE ON 

YOUR T(?AIL ' ^EXACTLY/ 



7 



SO I OIBAPPEAREO AS 
PAUL FREEMAN, TO THfZOW 
THEM OFF THE TRAIL/ SUT 

J DIDN'T/ I WAS FORCED^ 
TO DISPOSE- 

OF THEM 
AS I $HAH 

dispose 
of 



i 



r 



t?. 



r^j 



>{ 



.» 



I 



'<L 



V/fy 



^ 






th&se soys 
are playing 

por keeps! 



n 




. 



■ i 






■ y.i; 




HEAR THE SIREN ? 
THERE'S A MACK- JL 

oar tonight/ y, 






K /<:A 



' W 



<k 



^ 






(ft 



% 



^^^5W 






tt 



^* 







■ i 






- 



f 



I 



^ YOU WON'T 
TASTE 

-A ANYTHING 
Wf=OR A LONG 



fmm 



WOW/ I CAN ALMOeflMi TIME TO 

TASTE THE LEAD 
ON THAT ONE/ 



V COM£/ 






w/ 



■ 



, *& 




t ^ki 

'■Hi 
V 








G&ORGE 0IRONAND FRANK . 
'.\C>£an W£Z£AG£NT$OF J But 46 

TrtrrgJ./ THSYSUS- ^EHZUCH, 
PEQTEO THATFAULFMEMAtiyjE RETURNED, 
WAS REALLY PREHfZUCH, ]TO KILL 
THE MASTER NAZ I SPY' I THEM ' 

SO THEY FORCED PAUL 
FREEMAN TO PULL 
HIS FAKE DIS- 
APPEARANCE 7 



, - 
A 



i , 






4 t 




. THINGS WERE EASY BECAUSE 
I BOTH BlRON A NO MORAN 
WERE KEEPING A CLOSE 
WATCH ON HIS WIFE.' HE ONLY 
WAITEO FOR THE RIGHT MO - 
MBNT TO STRIKE ' BUT HE 
[COULDN'T ESCAPE THE WEB OF 

CRIME HE 
SPUN/ 







'£(?--% 



JUST DROPPED BY 
TO SEE HQW YOU 
WERE GETTING 
ALONG, MADELINE f 



A 




1 



/ 



V 






THAT'S ALL 
JUST AN UN- 
PLEASANT 
^MEMORY NOV^ 

■PROFESSOR 
RAYMOND/ 

"Br 

Bffivffl 




/ 



MM GLAOf YOU 
DESERVE 'SOME-, 
ONE BETTEfZx^l THINK 




THAN A MAN 
LIKE EHRLICH' 



I'VE 



AND 
THIS 
YOUNG 
MAN 
ISN'T 
GOING 

TO 
VAN/$H 



NOT FOR 
A LONG, 

LONG 
TlMEf 



1 



; 



POUNO \EITHER' 
SOME 
ONE-- 



y 



v 




i 




V, 





ILL HELP YOU GET A 



fZftflk&y 







m 







.ibfh"*" 






p 



7/ 






to 



f. 



SHIM I ^ o**;sa*imfi*r t 



Hti 

urnr. 

FOB 

Hfflfllf 

?wiftf 
CMW 




happy jvi-mtBAv 
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